
A. The largest and most advanced 

spacecraft ever sent to another planet, 

landed successfully on Mars in August 2012. 

The “Curiosity” robot is equipped with 

technology that could potentially 

pave the way for human exploration. 

B. A team of Stanford researchers has 

created the first synthetic material that is 

both self-healing at room temperature  

and sensitive to touch—a breakthrough 

that could be used to enhance prosthetics 

or could even be used for human-like robot 

skin in the future.

C. Scientists from University of Texas 

Medical Branch at Galveston tested avid 

video gamers in high school and college 

against a group of its medical residents to 

compare surgical capability. The study used 

a machine that replicated surgery techniques 

to measure the users’ competency. The 

high school students came in first, college 

students second and UTMB residents last.

D. In 2012, Scientists took an important 

step towards helping visually impaired 

people lead independent lives. An 

Australian woman received a bionic eye 

transplant at the  Royal Victorian Eye and 

Ear Hospital that partially restored her sight. 

This breakthrough could restore vision 

for millions.

E. The International Institute for Species 

Exploration at Arizona State University 

announced its list of top 10 newly 

discovered species for 2012. The list 

included a snub-nosed monkey that has a 

distinctive white beard and sneezes when 

it rains.
F. In 2012, seven baby panda cubs were 

born in a 3-month time span at a research 

and conservation facility in Sichuan Province, 

China. This successful breeding is hoped to 

help this endangered species estimated to 

have fewer than 1,600 left in the wild. 
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This artist’s concept shows 

the sky crane maneuver 

during the descent of 
NASA’s Curiosity rover 

to the Martian surface.                 

Image credit: NASA/JPL-Caltech

we are champions 

teams    individuals    trophies    sports

J. The Baltimore Ravens celebrated 

their 34-31 win over the San Francisco 

49ers in Super Bowl XLVII on February 3, 

2013. Baltimore Ravens quarterback Joe 

Flacco was named MVP.
K. The Miami Heat team members 

celebrated at the end of Game 5 of the 

NBA championship. They defeated the 

Oklahoma City Thunder, 121-106 at 

the American Airlines Arena in Miami, 

Florida on June 21, 2012. 

L. The Baylor Bears celebrated after 

defeating Notre Dame 80-61 in the 

women’s NCAA basketball championship 

game on April 3, 2012.M. In September 2012 the New Jersey 

Nets moved back to New York after 

35 seasons in New Jersey. The NBA 

team now competes in Brooklyn as the 

Brooklyn Nets. 

N. In October 2012, the San Francisco 

Giants celebrated their win over the 

Detroit Tigers, defeating the Tigers 4-3 

in game 4 of the World Series.

O. In September 2012, Andy Murray 

won the men’s final of the U.S. Open 

Tennis Championship after defeating 

Novak Djokovic.P. Serena Williams defeated Victoria 

Azarenka in the women’s finals of the 

U.S. Open Tennis Championship.

Q. In November 2012, Brad Keselowski 

won the Sprint Cup championship 

during the NASCAR Sprint Cup Series 

Ford EcoBoost 400 at the Homestead 

Miami Speedway.R. On October 22, 2012 the U.S. 

Anti-Doping Agency stripped Lance 

Armstrong of his record seven Tour de 

France titles and barred him for life from 

the sport.

S. Webb Simpson won his first major 

title at the 2012 U.S. Open, just one 

stroke ahead of runners-up Graem 

McDowell and Michael Thompson. 

T. The Los Angeles Kings defeated 

the New Jersey Devils in Game 6 of the 

Stanley Cup Final on June 11, 2012.
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A. The 2012 Summer Olympics were 

held in London, United Kingdom from 

July 27 to August 12, 2012. USA’s 

athletes have competed at every Summer 

Olympic Games in the modern era, except 

the 1980 Summer Olympics in Moscow 

which was boycotted. For the first time in 

its Olympic history, the United States was 

represented by more female than male 

athletes. The picture below shows the 

spectacular closing ceremony.

B. Left to right, USA’s Allyson Felix, 

Carmelita Jeter, Bianca Knight and 

Tianna Madison. They won the gold 

medal in the 4X100 relay in world record 

time on August 10, 2012. Allyson Felix 

became the most-successful US track-

and-field athlete at the 2012 Summer 

Olympics, winning three gold medals.

C. USA’s women’s gymnastics team 

(known as the Fierce Five and the Fab 

Five) won the second ever gold medal 

for the United States in the women’s 

team competition at the 2012 Summer 

Olympics. Left to right: Kayla Maroney, 

Kyla Ross, Alexandra Raisman, Gabby 

Douglas, and Jordyn Wieber.D. Members of the women’s swim 

team—Allison Schmitt, Dana Vollmer, 

Shannon Vreeland and Missy Franklin 

won the gold medal in the 4x100 medley 

relay. They set a new world record with 

a time of 3:52:05.

E. The USA Women’s Soccer team 

defeated Japan 2-1 in the women’s 

soccer gold medal match. This was the 

fourth Olympic gold for the team.F. From left: Matthew Grevers, 
Brendan Hansen, Michael Phelps and 

Nathan Adrian, gold medal winners of 

the men’s 4x100 medley relay. Michael 

Phelps emerged as the most-decorated 

athlete in Olympic history, with a total 

of 22 medals won (including four gold 

and two silver medals in London).

 

G. USA’s Ryan Lochte beat teammate 

Michael Phelps to take home the gold 

in the 400m individual medley. Phelps 

went on to become the first male 

swimmer to win the same individual 

event at three straight Olympics, 

capturing the 200-meter IM.

H. Members of the Men’s USA 
Basketball team, including lead scorer 

Kevin Durant, celebrated a 107-100 win 

over Spain in the gold medal match.I. The Women’s USA Basketball team 

dominated their way to another Olympic 

Gold Medal. They defeated France 86-

50 to make this their fifth consecutive 

gold medal.
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G. Dr. Robert Lefkowitz (pictured), 
of Duke University, and Brian K. Kobilka, 
shared the Nobel Chemistry Prize for their 
pioneering studies on cell receptors, which 
enable each cell to sense its environment.2012 Nobel Prize Winners

The Nobel Peace Prize:  European Union (EU) The Nobel Prize in Physics:  Serge Haroche and David J. Wineland 
The Nobel Prize in Chemistry: 
 Robert J. Lefkowitz and Brian K. Kobilka
The Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine: 

 Sir John B. Gurdon and Shinya Yamanaka
The Nobel Prize in Literature: Mo Yan 
The Nobel Prize in Economic Sciences: 
 Alvin E. Roth and Lloyd S. Shapley

H. Felix Baumgartner, an Austrian 
skydiver, jumped from a helium balloon 
nearly 128,000 feet above Earth in 
October 2012. He set records for highest 
manned balloon flight, highest parachute 
jump and greatest free fall speed. The 
previous sky diving record of 102,800 ft. 
was set in 1960 by Colonel Joe Kittinger. 

I. NASA and Russia’s space agency 
(Roscosmos) pushed ahead plans for 
joining the two teams for a yearlong 
stay in space. Scott Kelly, a NASA 
veteran and Russia’s Mikhail Kornienko 
are scheduled to launch aboard a 
Russian Soyuz spacecraft in the spring 
of 2015. They will spend a year aboard 
the International Space Station to 
determine the effects of such a long stay 
on the human body.

J. People lined up for the iPhone 5 release 
outside a SoftBank store in Tokyo, Japan, 
September 2012. The iPhone is a huge 
money-maker for Apple, accounting for 
nearly half of all their revenue.

K. A magnitude 7.4 earthquake struck 
Guatemala in November 2012. The 
quake was the worst for Guatemala 
in decades and was followed by 
about 30 aftershocks. The map shows 
the epicenter of the quake was near 
Guatemala City.

L. In October 2012, residents found 
higher ground as the water level 
continued to rise in Leogane, Haiti. 
Leogane endured five consecutive days 
of rain due to the aftermath of Hurricane 
Sandy. This caused serious flooding and 
claimed many lives throughout Haiti.
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A. The world failed to end on or around Dec. 21, 2012! The Mayans developed many calendar systems to fit a variety of purposes, but scholars insisted their famous Long Count Calendar was not designed to predict the world’s end, despite what apocalyptic doomsday theorists had predicted.

B. Violence erupted across the Muslim world in 2012. Enraged protesters  stormed and scaled the walls of U.S. embassies in Sudan and Tunisia. Demonstrators breached an embassy wall and raised a black flag of militant Islam as police struggled to push them back. The protests were a reminder of the passions unleashed by the “Arab Spring”.

C. In September 2012 Anti-Japan demonstrators in Beijing marched near the Japanese embassy holding portraits of communist leader, Mao Zedong.

D. Islamist militants armed with anti-aircraft weapons and rocket-propelled grenades stormed a lightly defended United States consulate in Benghazi, Libya, in September of 2012. The American ambassador, Christopher Stephens, and three members of his staff were killed. A solemn ceremony was held at Andrews Air Force Base, near Washington, marking the return of the men’s remains.

E. The remains of Yasser Arafat were exhumed in November 2012 in Ramallah, West Bank, as part of an investigation into how the Palestinian leader died. Swiss, French and Russian experts were given samples to establish whether his death in Paris in 2004 at the age of 75 was the result of poisoning.

F. In September 2012, Yemeni protestors shouted slogans outside the U.S. Embassy in Sanaa, Yemen. At least one protestor was killed in clashes when Yemeni security forces tried to disperse hundreds of angry demonstrators. They were protesting a controversial, anti-Islam  film that was made in the United States.
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Artist of the Year: 
 Justin Bieber 

Pop/Rock Female Artist: 
 Katy Perry 

Pop/Rock Male Artist: 
 Justin Bieber 

Pop/rock Album: 
 Justin Bieber Believe

Pop/rock Duo or Group: 
 Maroon 5

Country Female Artist: 
 Taylor Swift

Country Male Artist: 
 Luke Bryan

Country Band, Duo  
 or Group: 
 Lady Antebellum

Country Album: 
 Carrie Underwood  
 Blown Away

2013 Golden Globe Awards
Best Motion Picture, Drama
 Argo  (Drama)
 Les Miserables (Comedy or Musical) 

Best Animated Feature Film 
 Brave 

Best TV Series: 
 Homeland (Drama)
 Girls (Comedy)

Best Original Song – Motion Picture
 Adele Skyfall

N. Adele won the Golden Globe Award for 
Best Original Song in a Motion Picture 
Skyfall at the 70th Annual Golden Globe 
Awards show on January 13, 2013.

2012 American Music Awards 

O. Bieber Fever was going strong 
at the American Music Awards. Justin 
Bieber took home all three prizes that 
he was nominated for and was the most 
“tweeted” celebrity of 2012.

2013 Grammy Awards 

Best Pop Vocal Album: 
 Stronger Kelly Clarkson

Best Country Album: 
 Uncaged Zac Brown Band 

Best Rock Album: 
 El Camino The Black Keys  

Best R&B Album: 
 Black Radio Robert Glasper Experiment

Best Rap Album: 
 Take Care Drake

P. In February 2013, Best Country Solo 
Performance and Best Country Song 
Grammy Awards were given to Carrie 
Underwood for Blown Away.

2012 Academy Awards
Best Picture: 
 The Artist  

Best Directing: 
 Michel Hazanavicius The Artist

Best Animated Feature Film: Rango

Best Actor in a Leading Role: 
 Jean Dujardin in The Artist 

Best Actress in a Leading Role: 
 Meryl Streep in The Iron Lady

J. Meryl Streep and Jean Dujardin 
won Oscars at the 84th Annual Academy 
Awards show in 2012 for their Leading 
Roles in The Iron Lady and The Artist. 

2012 Primetime Emmy Awards 
Outstanding Comedy Series
 Modern Family ABC

Outstanding Drama Series
 Homeland Showtime

Outstanding Lead Actor – Comedy Series
 Jon Cryer as Alan Harper
 Two And A Half Men CBS

Outstanding Lead Actress – Comedy Series
 Julia Louis-Dreyfus as Selina Meyer
 Veep HBO 

Outstanding Lead Actor – Drama Series 
 Damian Lewis as Nicholas Brody
 Homeland Showtime

Outstanding Lead Actress – Drama Series 
 Claire Danes as Carrie Mathison
 Homeland Showtime

K. In September 2012, at the Emmy 
Awards, Julia Louis-Dreyfus took 
home the award for Outstanding Lead 
Actress in a Comedy Series.

L. “Modern Family” was awarded 
Outstanding Comedy Series at the 
64th annual Emmy Award show.

M. Country-pop star Taylor Swift had 
a banner year. She received numerous 
American Music and Grammy award 
and was named the No. 1 “celeb 
gone good” by DoSomething.org for 
2012. TSwift also became the youngest 
person to ever receive the Ripple of 
Hope Award from the Robert F. Kennedy 
Center because of her many charitable 
donations and tremendous work for 
young people battling cancer.
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A. Bold and strong neon colors were on 

the rise in 2012-2013. This throwback 

80’s style brought on a movement towards 

embracing and mixing richer shades of every 

color of the rainbow.

B. Korean pop single “Gangnam Style”, 

released July 2012 by musician PSY became 

the first online video to record a billion hits. 

The music video’s amusing dance moves 

have become an international phenomenon, 

inspiring dance mobs and parodies.

Popular Box Office

Marvel’s The Avengers  

The Dark Knight Rises

The Hunger Games

Skyfall

The Hobbit: An Unexpected Journey

The Twilight Saga: Breaking Dawn Part 2

The Amazing Spider-Man

Brave

Madagascar 3: Europe’s Most Wanted 

Dr. Seuss’ The Lorax

C. “The Avengers” had the all-time best 

weekend opening in U.S. movie history. 

Chris Hemsworth starred as Thor and Chris 

Evans as Captain America. 

Popular DVD Rentals

The Hunger Games

Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows 

 Part 2

Transformers: Dark of the Moon

Pirates of the Caribbean:

 On Stranger Tides

The Twilight Saga: Breaking Dawn Part 1

The Dark Knight Rises

MIB 3

The Amazing Spider-Man

Marvel’s The Avengers

D. Katniss Everdeen (Jennifer Lawrence) 

and Gale Hawthorne (Liam Hemsworth) 

starred in “The Hunger Games.”

E. Tablets continued to make waves 

with the introduction of many new versions 

in 2012-13. Popular choices included the 

Apple iPad, Google Nexus, Sony S (pictured), 

Microsoft Surface, Amazon Kindle Fire and 

the Barnes & Noble Nook. 

F. The Wii U video game console from 

Nintendo was released in November of 

2012. The Wii U was the first Nintendo 

console to support high-definition graphics. 

It featured a touch-screen controller that 

looked and acted like a tablet.

G. In 1202 Pinterest became the fastest 

growing social media site in history with 

a whopping 400% month-over-month 

growth. The virtual pinboard allows users 

to organize and share their theme-based 

image collections.

H. Astronaut Neil Armstrong, the first 

person to walk on the moon, died August 

25, 2012. A sad farewell was also bid to 

the following notable personalities: Dick 

Clark, Michael Clarke Duncan (the voice of 

Commander Vachir in Kung Fu Panda), and 

I. Whitney Houston.

trends 2012 2013
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re-wind 2012 2013

headlines        politics        news        

A. President Barack Obama was sworn 

in for his second term as president at the 

U.S. Capitol in Washington, D.C. on 

January 21, 2013. The president was 

re-elected on November 6, 2012.

B. In late October 2012, Hurricane Sandy

devastated portions of the Caribbean, 

the Mid-Atlantic and Northeastern United 

States. The storm became the largest 

Atlantic hurricane on record (in diameter) 

with winds spanning 1,100 miles. 

C. Regardless of political stance, no one can 

deny the joy felt seeing troops come home 

safely. WelcomeHomeBlog.com celebrates 

these amazing homecoming reunions with 

heartwarming stories, videos and pictures of 

members of our armed forces returning to 

surprise their families and friends. 

D. On January 7th, 2013 British explorer Sir 

Ranulph Fiennes and his team of five sailed 

off from the port of Cape Town, to begin 

the first leg of “The Coldest Journey”—a 

never done before 2,300-mile trek across 

Antarctica where temperatures dip as low 

as -90° C (-130°F). The group’s goal is to 

complete the journey and raise $10 million 

for “Seeing is Believing” a charity whose 

mission is to eradicate blindness.

E. In 2012, Time Magazine nominated 

Malala Yousafzai for person of the year 

(she received runner up). The 15-year-old 

Pakistani schoolgirl spoke out for girls’ 

rights to an education and survived an 

assassination attempt on her life by the 

Taliban in October. She has become an 

admired children’s-rights advocate and 

symbol of the struggle for women’s rights 

all over the world.

F. In June and July 2012, Colorado faced 

its most destructive wildfires in history. 

At least 34,500 residents were forced to 

evacuate while thousands of acres were 

destroyed by several blazes.
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Image credit: “The Coldest Journey”

Personalized Covers
Check out the personalization options that enable 
students to include their name, photo and/or 
personal interest icons on their cover. 

Talk about one-of-a-kind! Ask your yearbook provider 
for more details.

WP5011

Embossing and Debossing
Embossing is a technique which creates a raised, or 3D, image on a piece of paper. 
It is typically accomplished with a combination of heat and pressure on the paper. 
Embossing can also be used with foil stamping or on a full-color cover to create an 
even more unique look. Debossing uses the same technique as embossing, except the 
impression is heat-pressed into the surface of the paper so that an image is depressed 
(lowered) instead of raised. As with embossing, debossing can be used with foil 
stamping or on a full-color cover to create special visual effects and textures. 

Foil Stamping
Foil stamping involves the use of heat to transfer metallic foil to a solid surface such 
as a yearbook cover. As with embossing and debossing, a die is needed to “stamp” 
the foil into the cover material. Foil stamping can be combined with embossing or 
debossing to create a very striking 3D 
image. While gold and silver metallic foil 
never go out of style, the additional colors 
shown are popular as well—choose colors 
that give your book a one-of-a-kind look!

Head and Foot Bands
Head and foot bands are included on Smyth sewn books and can be requested on standard 
hard cover books. These small ornamental bands, generally made of silk or cotton, are 
attached to the top and bottom of a hard cover book block. They serve as a decorative way 
to hide the binding application or stitching on the spine of a yearbook. They come in a variety 
of solid and “striped” colors.

silver

redgreen

black blue

purple gold

Lenticular Covers
Lenticular printing is used to 
produce printed images with an 
illusion of depth, or the ability 
to change or move as the image 
is viewed from different angles. 
You can create various frames of 
animation for a motion effect, 
show a set of alternate images or 
make an image appear 3D for a 
truly interactive experience!

Die-Cutting
A die is a specialized tool that cuts 
specific shapes into your yearbook 
cover. Die-cutting allows you to cut 
out specific areas or shapes on  
your cover, allowing text or part of 
an image to show through from 
the inside. 

Spot UV Treatment
Spot UV is a great treatment to  
use if there are specific areas (or 
spots) on your cover that you 
would like to highlight. The 
application can deepen the color 
of the area and be very shiny or 
flattened to a matte finish. It’s 
a great way to add eye-catching 
emphasis to important areas. 

The look you want at a price you can afford.

Autograph Pages
Personal messages are always an important part of the 
yearbook! Choose from three professionally designed 
styles printed on uncoated paper to make writing easier. 
Four-page and eight-page sets available.

Current Events Backgrounds
Current Events Pages are available for FREE 
as backgrounds and clip art in PictavoTm 
and EZBookTm Desktop. Choose the ones 
appropriate for your school or age level 
and simply drag and drop onto any page. 
Just make sure to include them in the total 
page count as they are treated like any other 
pages in the book. Current Events will be 
available February 15, 2015.

High School Yearbook
Options

Sophisticated
2014
2015

The look you want at a 
price you can afford.

Looking for more creative ways

to customize
your yearbook?



Pricing
So you’re excited to incorporate some of these cover options, but are afraid to learn how much they’ll cost? 

No worries. Your yearbook provider can furnish you with competitive pricing. And with some creativity and 

use of stock dies, you can have the great high-quality look you want for less than you imagined!

Need some help planning, organizing and designing 
              all the pages contained within your yearbook?

Everyone needs a little creative jump start 
now and then. With inspirational photo 

ideas, easy recipes for layout designs and 
helpful journalism tips, you are sure to 

create an exciting and interesting yearbook 
students will love!

Learn proven tips and 
techniques on how to plan, 

create and sell your yearbook 
using this comprehensive 

resource guide and 
accompanying CD—it has all 
the information you need to 
ensure a successful yearbook 

experience! 

Choose from a large selection 
of professionally designed 

templates to fit the look and 
feel you’re after. 

options
in 8.5 x 11 OR 9 x 12 sizes!

All are available

at your fingertipS!
Additional Resources

Item #WP5337

Item #WP5369

Stock Die Options
The dies featured below are available for embossing/debossing and/or foil on your custom cover. By choosing one 
die or more, you can create a one-of-a-kind look without the expense that often accompanies it. For example: 
Choose a stock die for embossing and then add a custom die of your school name and mascot to make your book 
truly unique. Due to the endless design possibilities available, pricing will vary. 

Example: 
 Stock Foil Die D1507

Custom Foil Die for School Name

Example: 
Stock Foil Die D1518, Stock Emboss 
Die D1002, Custom Emboss Die for 

mascot, Custom Foil Die for 
School Name

Example: 
Stock Foil Dies D1003 & D1505

Custom Foil Die for School Name

Example: 
Stock Foil Die D1508

Custom Die for School Name

D1000 D1001

D1505 D1516

D1002

D1506

D1003

D1507

D1500

D1508

D1509

D1520
D1519

D1511

D1517
D1518

D1112

D1113D1501

Full-Color Covers
The full-color printed cover is the easiest and most popular cover. It is 
very popular because of the stunning design techniques and number of 
colors you can use to immediately capture the reader’s attention. You can 
choose one of our professionally designed stock covers, or create your 
own custom cover design! A durable coating is applied to all full-color 
yearbook covers to ensure the colors remain vibrant and the books 
withstand the test of time.

Binding
Standard hard cover binding is typically the least 
expensive cover binding option, and works well for 
books with smaller page counts (24 - 220 pages). The 
signatures of the yearbook are gathered together into a 
book block and then bound into a hard case. This type 
of binding is also known as library binding because it is 
very durable.

Smyth sewn hard cover binding has the added 
strength of overlapped stitches, and can be used on 
books that have 64 or more pages. The advantage of 
this binding style is that the book will lie flat when 
open. Typically, you’ll see this binding style in reference 
books such as medical books, law books, etc. 

Leatherette Covers
Leatherette covers are made of synthetic materials 
that are made to look like leather, but are much 
more durable. Typically, leatherette yearbooks use foil 
stamping, embossing and/or debossing to accentuate 
the school name and cover design. Choose from this 
generous selection of leatherette colors below to make 
a great first impression of your yearbook!

Hard cover Book

goldenrod

royal blue

black

navy bluered

felt grayforest green

white
(standard)

Options

purplegreen

black

royal blue

navy blue

white

gold

maroon

red

silver

Paper Weight
Yearbooks are traditionally printed on a coated 
glossy paper with a standard 80-lb. paper weight for 
excellent opacity and durability. Of course, you can 
always request 100-lb. paper for a more distinctive, 
durable feel.

Hard Cover Board Weight
Binder’s board is the most common material used to 
make book covers. The heavier the board weight, the 
stiffer the cover will be when trying to bend it. Our 
standard cover weight is 90 pt. Heavier, 120-pt. and 
160-pt. board weights are also available upon request. 

Endsheets
Endsheets are the thick paper attached to both the inside front and back covers of a hard 
cover yearbook next to the flyleaf (first and last sheets in a book before and after the book 
content). The quality of the paper is usually different than what is used in the rest of your 
yearbook. Listed at left are colors available to you. If you’d like a color not found here or 
would like pricing on the cost of printing your own custom design on an endsheet, just ask! 


